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It’s been fun, signing off!
H. Kenneth White, Jr., MAZS President

Cover story. It’s a GIRL! We are so proud
to announce the birth of a female pygmy
hippopotamus calf on August 4, 2019 to first
time parents, mom, Asali, and dad, Mikey.
This the fourth birth of pygmy hippos in the
last four years at the Zoo. The other calves
born at the Montgomery Zoo, Monty in
2016 and Levi in 2018 are now continuing to
mature and thrive at the Greater Richmond
Zoo in Virginia. The calf and mom made their
public debute on September 19, 2019 to a
welcoming crowd of zoo friends. Mom and
baby will be housed in a temporary habitat
located in the South America realm of the
Zoo, near the flamingos, until the calf is
about a year old.
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One of my favorite things about being the Montgomery Area Zoological Society (MAZS) President
is having this opportunity to publicly thank all the people that make our Zoo so great. Every time
you visit the Zoo, you probably have no idea of the hours, sweat, tears, joys, and talents that go into
making all this work. From caring for all the animals to keeping the grounds maintained to preparing
and executing special events to keeping the bills paid and lights on, there are a lot of talented and
gifted people that work tirelessly in order for each guest’s experience at the Montgomery Zoo to be
perfect and packed with memories.
I joined the MAZS board several years ago at the suggestion of Dottye Hannan, longtime Zoo friend,
board member, and supporter. Her love for the Zoo is contagious. I am sure most of you know her, and
if you don’t, should the pleasure come your way, I am sure you will love her enthusiasm and glee for
all the community projects she supports, like the Zoo.
I was fortunate to serve two terms as President. During my tenure, I have been surrounded by a great
team of people that help me lead our fundraising projects. For those of you that may not know this, the
MAZS’ main function is to act as the fundraising arm for the Zoo. We help grow and expand the Zoo’s
exhibits primarily by hosting an annual fundraiser in September entitled Zoobilation. Past Zoobilations
in conjunction with other fundraisers have helped build the African elephant exhibit, North American
River Otter exhibit, American alligators habitat and boardwalk, the Zoofari Sky Lift Adventure Ride, and
our newest exhibit Stingray Bay. Our latest project is raising funds for our new Reptile Facility. Recently
on September 12, we hosted over 1,000 guests for Zoobilation raising $125,000 for this great cause. Now
don’t think you have missed the boat just because September has come and gone. There is still plenty of
time to give and support the Montgomery Zoo. And I hope that you do.
Please allow me the honor and privilege of welcoming our new president, Cassandra Crosby. She
has served on the MAZS board for multiple years, and has been my right-hand, go-to person as Vice
President during my tenure. I wish her the best luck and good fortune as she leads this wonderful
team of zoo enthusiasts. Signing off as your President, thank you and see you at the Zoo!
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The Honorable Todd Strange, Mayor of the
City of Montgomery, Alabama.
Montgomery City Council Members
Fred Bell, Richard Bollinger, Andrey
Graham, William A. Green, Charles Jinright,
Tracy Larkin, Arch Lee, Brantley W. Lyons,
and Glen Pruitt, Jr.
Montgomery Area Zoological Society
Board of Directors: President, H. Kenneth
White, Jr.; 1st Vice President, Cassandra
Crosby; 2nd Vice President, Michael
Gallops; Treasurer, John Mastin; Secretary,
Scarlette Tuley; Immediate Past President,
Janey Sabel; Exec. Board Member
Emeritus, Joyce Hobbs
Members at large: Nan Barganier, Hunter
Bronson, John Cannady, Candy Capel,
Jeanne Charbonneau, Jerry Cronier,
Jennifer Crumpton, Stephen Dees, Royal
Dumas, Ann Fuller, Dottye S. Hannan,
Bill Hardin, Cecilia Harris, Krista Hawkins,
Sommerville Hill, Jamie Hodges, Emily
Jemison, Elliott Lipinsky, Delbert Madison,
Karen McCaa, Marianne McLeod, Rebecca
Mathews, Jenni Payne, Ellis Pilgreen, Robert
Mitchell Pirnie IV, Charles J. Reynolds, Sean
Sabel, Davis Snider, Amanda Spiers, John
Curran Sullivan, III, Helene Sabel Tucker,
Matt Ward, and Lisa Blach Weil
Ex-Officio: Scott Miller, Director of Leisure
Services; Brantley W. Lyons, Council District
2 and Tracy Larkin, Council District 3
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Zoo | Museum Senior Staff
Zoo Director, Marcia Woodard
Deputy Director, Ken Naugher
Program Services Manager, Steven C. Pierce
Animal Care Manager, Jason Bielen
Assist. Animal Care Manager, Shelli Dean
Operations Manager, Flint Riordan
Admissions-Retail Manager, Susan Michener
Rides / Attractions Manager, Nick Castanza
Zoo Vet, Dr. Kanyon McLean
Marketing & PR Manager, Melaine Golson
Education Curator, Danielle Crowe
Zoo and Mann Museum Hours
The Montgomery Zoo and Mann Museum
are open from 9am-4pm every day with
the exception of Thanksgiving, Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day. The last
admission ticket is sold at 4pm, animal
exhibits begin closing at 4:30pm, and we
ask everyone to exit the park at 5pm. Last
Mann Museum entrance is at 4:30pm.
Admission Rates, Admission fee includes entry to
both Zoo and Mann Museum
-- Adult (13yrs or older): $17
-- Child (3-12yrs of age): $13
-- Toddler (2yrs or younger): FREE
-- Seniors (65yrs or older): $15
-- AAA & Military Adult: $16
-- AAA & Military Child: $12
New Stroller rates, effective October 1, 2019
Single Stroller: $, Double Stroller: $1, Manual
wheelchair: $10, and Electric Scooter (ECV): $22
All Zoo members must show both adult ID’s to enter
the zoo. Children 16-18 years old on membership
must show ID to enter or bring younger siblings.

Just in time for the holidays

Director Talk | Making an impact
Marcia Woodard, Montgomery Zoo Director

As we approach the end of 2019, I would like to encourage
everyone to consider supporting the Montgomery Zoo with a
Year-End Donation or purchasing a unique gift for that special
someone on your holiday gift list.
Year End Giving provides you with an opportunity to provide a monetary donation
while also receiving a tax benefit. Every donation, regardless of size, makes a
difference. Donations, whether a one-time or annual contribution helps the
Montgomery Zoo care for more than 400 animals, and serve nearly 300,000
visitors each year.
There are many ways to give, whether it be through a cash donation, monthly
contributions or dividends received from stocks and bonds. The Montgomery Area
Zoological Society is a 501 (C) (3) Organization which allows your donations to be a
tax exempt contribution. Visit our website at montogmeryzoo.com to find out the
various ways you can support your Zoo. You can also contact me directly at (334)
625-4959 or via email mwoodard@montgomeryal.gov.
Looking for an unforgettable gift for the person on your list that has everything?
The perfect gift for that person is to provide them with memorable experiences
that last all year long with a gift membership to the Montgomery Zoo. You can
easily purchase a membership online and create a gift certificate to wrap for that
special someone on your list like, teachers, caregivers, Sunday School teachers,
etc., without having to actually come to the zoo and pick up the certificate.
A Zoo membership has many exclusive benefits including unlimited admission
to the Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wildlife Learning Museum for an entire year,
unlimited admission to our Christmas Lights Festival, invitations to special events,
discounts on gift shop, food purchases and other offerings. Go to montgomeryzoo.
com should you be interested in purchasing a gift membership today.
So, should you choose to participate in Year End Giving or purchase a gift
membership or both, I can assure you that the contributions we receive will go to
continue to provide for the wonderful animals that we have the opportunity to
care for on a daily basis at The Montgomery Zoo.

for that

Get your winter gear now @Zoo Gift Shop.
As the year comes to a close, the temps are
dropping, the leaves are littering the ground,
and it will soon be time to wrap up. No better
place in the River Region to get your WINTER
GEAR than at the Montgomery Zoo Gift Shop.
Susan Michener, our Admissions and Gift
Shop Manager, born and raised in northeast
Ohio, knows the importance of GEARING UP
for the cold winter months ahead.
A couple of key items to before diving in
too deep: 1) you have to have some awesome
sunglasses. Yes, many people think that this is
a summer item, but the sun is actually more
harmful to your eyes in the winter months
because there is less humdity to sheild the
rays of the sun. 2) you have to protect the
head. MGM Zoo stocking hats not only are a
fashion statement, but a life saver. According
to the US Army survival field guide, they
recommend covering one’s head in frigid
temperatures because “40 to 45 percent of
body heat” is lost through the head. And that
is some #ARMYSTRONG advice. So GEAR UP!

hard

to buy

for person
on
1

your
2

list
Countless donations, big and small, have created a legacy of animal conservation, education
and preservation at the Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wildlife Learning Museum. From
major corporations to school groups, members and individuals, each donation goes to aid in
building, maintaining, and expanding what our members and guests from around the globe
enjoy daily at the Zoo and Museum. Thank you for your generous giving.

Sunglasses, stocking hats, sweaters, fleece, we
have all your WINTER GEAR @MGM Zoo Gift Shop.
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TheSource
ZOO NEWS ZOO ENGAGES IN CONSERVATION PROJECTS

Ken Naugher
Zoo Deputy Director

Historically zoos have been a source of entertainment and education, later a third function, research was
added. Today, zoos are in a transformation process, and while entertainment, education, and research
are critical components of most zoos, they are no longer enough. Today zoos must be actively engaged in
conservation projects.
Most people will only see exotic wildlife through electronic media or at the zoo. In the future, most people
may only see local wildlife through digital media or the zoo. I hope we would all agree that digital media is a
poor substitute for a live animal experience. Furthermore, I hope we can all agree that a domestic animal such
as a cow, horse, cat or dog is very different from an animal that must find food, water and shelter without the
help of humans. In addition, zoo animals are very different from animals responsible for their own survival
without human intervention. Of course there are some rare exceptions, such as animals being training for
reintroduction to protected habitats or highly anti-social animals. Self- sufficient, free ranging animals are
constantly faced with fires, floods, predators, changes to their food and water supply and habitat competition
from other animals and humans. There are no places left on earth that have not had some form of human
influence. The notion of a grand paradise called “the wild” is a fantasy. At the zoo we are responsible for the
care of all sorts of wildlife, many of which are endangered species. Therefore, it is no longer acceptable to
be satisfied that we have worked hard to save a species in captivity, entertained and educated our visitors. It
can be argued that it is unethical to save endangered animals in captivity, while ignoring the depletion of free
ranging animals and their habitats. I am not naïve enough to belief we are capable of saving all species and
habitats, but we can do much better in being shepherds of our planet’s resources. Zoos and their supporting
communities must be actively engaged in conservation efforts of native habitats, both locally and globally. It
is with this goal in mind that the staff of the Montgomery Zoo and our community begin the mission. We
are asking for the support of a new reptile facility, which will serve as a headquarters for conservation. It will
be a place that you will not only be entertained and educated, but you will also be instructed on how the
community can play a part and make a difference in the conservation of animals and our collective habitats.
The Montgomery Zoo would like to kick start this plan by offering both financial and staff support to two
conservation organizations: the Gharial Ecology Project and the Agumbe Rainforest Research Station. See the
detailed descriptions of each organization elsewhere in this issue.
2019 has been declared
as The Year of the Gharial
by the Montgomery
Zoo in hopes of bringing
attention to the plight of
the Indian Gharial in the
wild (pic on right), and
while also raising funds
to bring this critically
endangered Indian
crocodile to Montgomery
as part of the Zoo’s new
Reptile Facility.
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Zoobilation thank yous

thank

Zoo Events | Zoo Christmas Lights
Steven C. Pierce, Zoo Program Services Manager

Temps are dropping. The air is getting crisp and clear. I
do believe you can hear the dingle dangle of bells in the
distance. It must be feeling a lot like Christmas!
Christmas Lights Festival, December 5-8 and 12-25 @ Montgomery Zoo.
See the Montgomery Zoo transformed into a Winter Wonderland displaying
thousands of sparkling and twinkling lights and festive decorations at Christmas
Lights Festival. Take a leisurely stroll, a brisk train ride, or see the lights from
atop the Zoofari Skylift Adventure Ride. Visit Santa, enjoy the live nightly
entertainment at the Overlook Cafe, and no winter’s night would be complete
without some warming hot chocolate and fresh baked cookies.
Christmas Lights Festival has been a River Region, holiday tradition and
mainstay for generations. Stroll about the Zoo enjoying the lights and sounds of
the winter and holiday season. Swing by to visit Santa and get in those last minute
Christmas wishes. Purchase a membership, legacy brick paver, or animal adoption
for that hard to buy for person on your gift list. Or take advantage of the awesome
sales in the Gift Shop for that animal lover at home.
Christmas Lights Festival hours: 5:30pm - 9:30pm nightly (last admission at 9pm).
Admission: $17 per person, ages 3yrs old and older, 2yrs old and younger, and
Montgomery Zoo members are FREE. Group and Early bird specials are available.
For more info or to purchase tickets online, please visit montgomeryzoo.com.

Thank you to our Zoobilation sponsors
Thank you to our Zoobilation donors:
Pinnacle, Hyundai Motor Manufacturing
Alabama. Diamond, Mrs. Rita Sabel.
Platinum, ALFA Foundation and Sabel Steel
Service, Inc. Gold, The J.K. Lowder Family
Foundation and Parkside Dental Care.
Silver, Brooks and Catherine Darby, Hodges
Warehouse & Logistics, LLC, Poarch Band
of Creek Indians, Regions Bank, ServisFirst
Bank, Warren Averett, LLC, and Wells Fargo.
Bronze. Alabama Power Company. Alabama
State University - WVAS 90.7, ASE Credit
Union, BBVA USA, Baptist Health, Bradley
Plumbing and Heating, and Reinhardt Lexus.
Friends, Advanced Practitioners for the
River Region, Jeff and Anita Barrera, BBRL,
Inc., Cadence Bank, Capitol Container, Inc.,
Glenn and Jennifer Crumpton, Alan and Leigh
Dykes, ERA Weeks and Browning Realty, Inc,
exploreMedia, Gardner Flooring and Design,
Carr, Riggs and Ingram, LLC, Infusion Wellness
Center, Garrett and Emily Jemison, Mathews
& Mathews Dental, Maxwell-Gunter Officers
Spouses Club, Bill and Joan Mitchell, The
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation, Morgan
Stanley / Larry A. Groce, Buddy Pablo Pals,
Southeastern Car and Truck Rentals, Roman
and Brooke Rauccio, UBS Financial Services,
and Andy and Lisa Weil.

you

to all
our

zoo

bilation

Media Partners Pinnacle, Alabama
News Network, Cumulus Broadcasting,
iHeartMEDIA; Gold, Bluewater Broadcasting
and Little Engine Broadcasting; Silver, Davis
Direct and Mashburn Outdoors; Bronze,
ALMetro 360’; Friends, 2201 Outdoor
Advertising and Glover Media Group

sponsors

BB Kings and Itta Bena crew having a blast at
Zoobilation. All of our Zoobilation food and
beverage vendors play a vital role in the success of
Zoobilation. Thank you for your continued support.

Christmas Lights Festival is an event that generations of River Region citizens and visitors love
and enjoy. From the signature BEAR light display to our newest TOY FACTORY, visit the Zoo
under stars in awe of the thousands of sparkling lights as they dance around every corner.
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Itta Bena

It’saGIRL!
ZOO NEWS Hippo calf born @Montgomery Zoo

Shelli Dean
Assistant Animal Care
Manager

Female African Pygmy Hippo calf born @Montgomery Zoo. The fourth calf to be born at the Zoo in recent
years. Mother and calf are on display in the Zoo’s special hippo birthing suite in the South American realm
near the flamingos.
On August 4, 2019 we were pleasantly surprised to find that we had two new pygmy hippopotamus calves. We
are not strangers to pygmy hippo births by any means. However for first time mom Asali and our animal care
staff this was a very new experience. “Twining” is such a rare occasion for pygmy hippos. According to stud
book records, from 1960-2015, there have only been 11 occurrences of twins in captivity. Out of those only
four survived and just one case where both twins lived. What an amazing event to be number twelve!
African pygmy hippopotamus numbers are low in the wild, with between 2,000 and 2,500 remaining
mature pygmys in Africa, listing them as endangered. This number is decreasing due to agriculture, mining,
hunting, logging, and wars. Captive numbers are only around 400, so we are exited to be a part of pygmy
hippopotamus conservation efforts.
Unfortunately, at birth, one of the calves was weak and lacked a fully developed jaw. Emergency care
was given but she passed away on August 6th. Her sibling is thriving despite the odds. We are so proud of
Asali and our animal care staff for this great success. Hopefully we are in the clear for little Blanche. Come
and see Asali and Blanche in the nursery area located across from flamingos in the South American realm
and celebrate this joyous occasion with us.
About Pygmy Hippopotamus The pygmy hippopotamus is a large mammal native to the forests and
swamps of western Africa. A cousin of the much larger common hippopotamus, the pygmy hippo is
semi-aquatic and relies on proximity to water to maintain moisturized skin and a cool body temperature.
Reclusive and nocturnal, it is a difficult animal to study in the wild. However, pygmy hippos have a history
of breeding well in captivity.
Though pygmy hippos share the
same general form as the
hippopotamus, they grow to
approximately half the height
and one quarter of the weight
of their larger cousins. Full grown,
the pygmy hippo typically reaches
30-32 inches in height, 59-70 inches
in length, and 400-600 lbs. in weight.
It is estimated that pygmy hippos
can grow to ten times their birth
weight by the age of five months.
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Zoo Reptile Conservation

Reptile Update | Flagship animals
Ken Naugher, Zoo Deputy Director

Two of our designated flagships
animals for our intended reptile facility
are from India. It is with this in mind
and with the spirit of conservation that
we commit both monetary and staff
support to the Gharial Ecology Project
and the Agumbe Rainforest Research
Station. Both organizations are based in
India and have a strong record of both
research and habitat conservation. A
brief summary of each project follows:
The Gharial Ecology Project (GEP)
has finished its 11th field season, since
its initiation in 2008, immediately
following the mass die-off of Gharial
(Gavialis gangeticus) in the winter
of 2007-08. To date, our research
approach has been productive, and
has been sustained by strong support
from the international zoo community,
and concerned Non- Governmental
Organizations. In particular, little was
known about Gharial reproductive
behaviors, and the species is one of
the most desired for exhibit, because
of its unusual appearance and unique
position as the only living member of
its crocodilian subgroup. Gharials in
captivity have the reputation of being
very difficult to breed, and only recently
has a North American zoo facility, St.
Augustine Alligator Farm, been able
to successfully breed and produce a
hatchling. Within India, captive Gharial

have bred since the 1980s, but seldom
have other facilities been successful with
captive reproduction. International zoos
have taken the lead in providing range
state conservation funds. And there is
sustained interest among crocodilian
conservationists to foster field research
and conservation efforts on the
remaining extant populations. The GEP
has as its ultimate goals: 1) to develop a
comprehensive assessment of Gharials
in the National Chambal Sanctuary
(NCS); 2) to identify and protect the
species’ critical riverine habitats; and,
3) to reduce threats and challenges to
the species’ continued survival. Gharials
are listed as Critically Endangered (CR)
on the IUCN Red List, with an estimated
650-700 mature adults globally; 500+
are resident in the NCS. Project activities
are conducted by a small core staff (3-4)
of Indian biologists/naturalists, under
the banner of the Madras Crocodile
Bank Trust (in south India, near Chennai,
Tamil Nadu), and with inputs from the
Senior Scientific Advisor, Professor
Jeff Lang. Over the last decade (20082018), the GEP has produced a detailed
description of Gharial behavioural
ecology in the bottom third of the 625km NCS. Adult Gharials make seasonal
migratory movements of 200+ km and
exhibit complex social interactions at
large crèches Continued in right side bar

Agumbe is one of
the most scenic
hill stations in
Karnataka. The
major attractions
for visitors are
waterfalls, the
spectacular sunset
and forest trails
famous among
trekkers.

holiday

Continued from main article, page 7of
hatchlings [Lang and Kumar 2013, 2016;
summarized in Lenin (2018) and Sohn (2018)].
Lang, Jeffrey W I L L I A M. “Gharial Ecology
Project Update 2018-2019.” IUCN Crocodile
Specialist Group Newsletter, 2018.
Agumbe Rainforest Research Station (ARRS)
is a permanent field station of the Madras
Crocodile Bank Trust, located on a 4.5 acre
site, in the middle of Someshwara Wildlife
Sanctuary and Agumbe Reserve Forest;
approximately 1.5 km from Agumbe village,
in Shimoga District of Karnataka. ARRS
was founded by renowned herpetologist
Romulus Whitaker in 2005, with the
financial support of the late Doris Norden
Chattopadhyaya and the Whitley Fund for
Nature with the long term mission to study
and conserve rainforests through applied
ecological research, outreach programs and
partnerships. ARRS employs a staff of 10. The
administration and research team comprises
of 4 people, while there are 6 employees
from the local community.
In the past years ARRS has initiated and
hosted studies on a wide variety of wildlife
and ecology-related subjects, notably the
groundbreaking King Cobra Telemetry
Project, which is the first of its kind in India.
ARRS also has affiliations with a number
of scientists and conservationists from
organizations worldwide, as the organization
always aims to further the cause of research
and conservation through its unique field
station. Situated at an elevation of 650
meters within Central Western Ghats,
Agumbe has a distinctive tract of tropical
moist evergreen forest contiguous with
Kudremukh National Park. After nearly a
century of selective logging, the forests
around Agumbe, drenched by an average
of 7,500 mm of rain each monsoon, have
regenerated over the past 35 years and are
now teeming with life. At ARRS we have to
date recorded 32 mammals, 45 reptiles, 31
amphibians, 202 birds, 130 butterflies and
numerous plant species.
Agumbe is one of the most scenic hill
stations in Karnataka. Continued on page 9
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BigBird!

Mommy,
look at the

ANIMAL CARE A CHANGE IN THE WINDS

The Montgomery Zoo’s pair of Andean condors are not just “Big Birds.” They are Zoo royalty. While not the
oldest animals at the Zoo, Snika the chimpanzee is likely twice their age, this pair of condors has lived in
Montgomery longest of any other animal in the Zoo.
Wayne Brantley
Animal Care Keeper I

Hatched in May 1985 at the Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center near Laurel, Maryland, our condors
were part of a massive experiment dating back to
the mid-60s whose purpose was to captive breed
Andean condors and re-introduce them to the
wild, in order to learn how to approach saving the
critically endangered California condor. Perhaps the
Montgomery Zoo’s condors were found to be unreleasable or perhaps the successful captive breeding
program allowed for individuals and pairs to be spread
around to zoos nationwide. Regardless, in November
1987, these ‘little’ two and half year old birds took
up residence in Montgomery. They were among the
first two hundred animals that made the city zoo their
home. Over the decades, the condors have witnessed
countless changes to not only the Zoo and Zoo staff,
but also how visitors dress and take their picture. A lot
as changed in the last 30 years.
The Zoo’s condors have been on display in the same
location in the back corner near the Reptile House all
that time. They have long waited a change in scenery.
A few months ago, the pair was relocated to the front
of the Zoo near the large New World Flight Cage in
what was formerly known as the Sloth Bear display.
This spacious covered enclosure with a large water
feature in the middle gives these titans of the air room
to stretch their wings.
Another change came a few years ago when they
finally received names. Nearly every animal at the

Check out that wingspan

Montgomery Zoo has a name, from the littlest tamarin
to the biggest elephant. Some species are even named
based on a common theme: Harry Potter, Star Wars,
Big Bang Theory, Lord of the Rings, maintenance
employees, historic leaders, etc. However, our male
and female Andean condors were historically just
been referred to as ‘The Condors.’ Keepers put their
heads together and decided to honor them and some
famous people. The male condor, the larger of the
pair, was named Condor Twitty, in honor of famed
country singer Conway Twitty. The female condor was
burden the tongue-twister of Condor-leezza Rice, after
the former U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
Now Zoo’s condors can better serve as the giant elderstatesbirds of the Montgomery Zoo.
Slightly smaller in body size compared to its
California cousin, the Andean condor is the largest
flying bird in the world by combined measurement
of wingspan and weight. With a maximum recorded
wingspan of 10 feet 10 inches, some individuals in 28
to 33 pound range, standing at a height of 3¼ to 4¼
feet tall, and armed with a large hooked beak good for
tearing into flesh, one should not just think of them as
“big birds” but as lords of the wind.
Andean condors are very sleek looking, with velvety
black feathers covering their bodies, and distinctive
white flight feathers that reach out like fingertips when
in the air. Because they are so heavy, they prefer areas
where they can easily find strong thermal air currents

Andean condors are massive birds, among the largest in the world that are
able to fly. Because they are so heavy (up to 33 pounds), their enormous
9 to 10-foot wingspan helps to keep them aloft and soaring. Although on
average the Andean condor is slightly shorter from beak to tail than the
California condor, the Andean condor has a larger in wingspan. (right).
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to boost them into the air to breathtaking
heights of 18,000 feet. Once aloft, they can
soar miles above the earth for hours without
a wing beat. These birds travel hundreds of
miles each day in search of food.
Vultures like Andean condors perform a
very important ecological job, disposing of
carrion which would otherwise be a breeding
ground for disease. Using excellent eyesight
they either spot a carcass, or observe other
scavengers gathering in one area on the
ground or circling in the sky. From their great
height they descend upon the spot without
wasting much energy. Condors can consume
more than 15 pounds of meat at one time,
but may not be able to fly after such a large
meal. On the menu are llamas, alpacas, rheas,
guanacos, deer, armadillo, cattle, horses,
donkeys, mules, sheep, pigs, goats, dogs,
wild boar, rabbits, foxes, and even beached

News at the Zoo

Don’t

Continued from page 7
The major attractions for visitors are
waterfalls, the spectacular sunset and forest
trails famous among trekkers. Agumbe has
one of the highest rainfalls in the world.
Many episodes of one of the most popular
television serial Malgudi Days directed by
Shankar Nag, based on R.K Narayan’s novel
were filmed in Agumbe. It is approximately
55 km from the Arabian Sea. As part of the
Western Ghats mountain range, Agumbe
lies in a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
holds one of the last surviving low-land
rainforests of India. It is adjacent to the
Someshwara Wildlife Sanctuary and the
Kudremukh National Park. A Medicinal Plants
Conservation Area (MPCA) was established
in 1999 to protect the important medicinal
plants of the region.
Source: http://agumberainforest.org
Please visit this highly informative website

blink

some
Did you know? In the
wild, some condors fly
hundreds of miles in order
to find food. Our birds are
extremely fortunate, they
have keepers that prepare
their food daily and is
bought to them... kind of
like WAITR for condors.
whales, dolphins, seals, seabirds and fish
that have been washed up on shore. Condors
will infrequently “hunt” small games such
as rodents, birds and rabbits, and feed on
unattended eggs.
Andean condors mate for life. Both sexes
have the iconic featherless head, which keeps
it from getting too messy while buried in a
rotting carcass; however, males are much
larger than females (contrary to the usual rule
for sexual dimorphism in birds of prey). Males
also have yellow-brown eyes, and sport an
eye-catching red crest on the forehead and
white ruff at the base of their necks. Females
on the other hand, have no crest or ruffle,
and have red eyes. Typically a single egg is
laid on a high cliff ledge (no nest!), which
both parents must incubate for two months.
The chick stays with its parents up to 2 years
before facing Continued in right side bar

thing

is always

Continued from main story, page 9
the world alone. A condor may take 6-8 years
to reach full adulthood.
It is estimated there are 6,700 Andean
condors in the wild. While plentiful, they
are still considered ‘near threatened’ and
have been on the Endangered Species List
since 1973. Their California cousins almost
did not make it. In 1987, all 27 surviving
wild California condor were captured and
bred in captivity using techniques learned
from raising Andean condors. Then in 1988,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service began a
reintroduction experiment involving the
release of captive Andean condors into the
wild in California. Only females were released
to prevent it becoming an invasive species.
The experiment was a success. Today there
are nearly 500 California condors. While still
considered ‘critically endangered,’ they did
not go extinct. Thanks in part to Andean
condors like Condor Twitty and Condor-leezza
Rice. Come see the pair in their new habitat
and pay homage to the King and Queen of
the Montgomery Zoo.

new at
the

Zoo
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Celebrate
Celebrate Fall & Holidays

ZOOED UNLEASHES NEW FALL PROGRAM LINE UP

Danielle Crowe
Education Curator

Fall is fast approaching along with the changing of leaves and cooler weather. Why not join us at the
Montgomery Zoo for some of our special events? Educational and fun!
Birthday parties at the Zoo, Saturdays and Sundays. Have a child with a fall birthday? Does he or she
love animals and want to celebrate with us at the zoo? Then we may have the solution for you! We have
three party packages available. We provide the basic decorations, snacks or pizza (based on the package),
beverages, birthday cake, set-up, clean-up, and animal visitor(s). All packages include admission for guests
(numbers vary based on the package). If you would like more information or to book a party, please inquire
online at montgomeryzoo.com or call (334) 625-4909. We hope to party with you soon!!
Zoofari Winter Camp, December 26, 27, 30, 31 and January 2 & 3. With fall right around the corner, we
can’t forget that winter will be coming soon. Have you thought about where the kids will stay during the
holiday break? Do your kids get bored sitting at home? Camp is great for boys and girls, ages 5-12 years old.
All six days are full days with the option to come as few or as many days as you and your child wish. Kids will
participate in STEAM activities, scavenger hunts, animal encounters, and attraction rides. Our camp slogan is
“Walking in a Wild Winter Wonderland” and each day will have a different wildlife theme. Camp registration
opens for zoo members on November 1 and for non-members on November 15. Space is limited, so make
your reservations soon!
Zoo2Go. Can’t come out to the zoo? Having a special event and want the zoo to come to you? No problem!
Our ZOO2GO van is waiting to hear from you. We offer a wide variety of programs for school, church, and
community outreach from presentation of animals for a group to animals out to talk to small groups one on
one to customized programs for your needs. If you would like to schedule the ZOO2GO van or have questions
about our outreach programs, please call (334) 625-4909 or email dcrowe@montgomeryal.gov. We hope to
join you at your event!
Zoo Education
programs at a glance!
Zoofari Winter Camp
- Dec 26, 27, 30, 31,
and Jan 2 & 3
Birthday parties
and Zoo2Go Van
- Let us bring animals
to your next
birthday party or
have your party
here, reunion,
family outting, you
name it! Call (334)
625-4909 for more
info or to book.
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Events at the zoo

Animal Care | My summer tales
Dr. Kanyon McLean, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Zoological institutions have come a
long way over the past decade. We
have moved away from “animals for
entertainment only” to the pillars of
research, conservation, and education.
The animals you enjoy when visiting the
Montgomery Zoo are ambassadors for
their wild counterparts, here to inspire
us today and our children tomorrow.
This past summer I had the incredible
privilege to travel to Africa and witness,
in their natural habitat, many of the
species that we here at the Montgomery
Zoo call family. Seeing those animals was
a reminder of why we do what we do
every day at the Montgomery Zoo.
I would like to highlight a couple of
these species that are lesser known, but
have an incredible ecological role and
story to share.
> Ground Hornbill There are two species
of Ground Hornbill (Northern and
Southern), both of which are found only
in Africa. They are the largest species
of hornbill, exhibit radiant skin colors
around their neck (males a bright red,
females with blue/purple coloration),
and develop a prominent casque a top
their beak. Perhaps you’ve visited the
giraffe display and noticed “Mac”, the
Southern Ground Hornbill, walking
around collecting treasures? This is,
in fact, a natural behavior for ground
hornbills- they love to collect treasures
to then bestow upon their mate. Ground
hornbills have intriguing natural behaviors
when it comes to foraging, reproducing,
and raising young. They are listed as
“vulnerable” due to their declining
population numbers from habitat loss and
human encroachment, but also because
they are long-lived, slow-breeding birds.
Please learn more about Southern
Ground Hornbills and how you can help
by reading about the Mabula Ground
Hornbill Project in South Africa.
> Duiker Duiker are a smaller,
herbivorous antelope native to Africa.

At the Montgomery Zoo, we house Blue
Duiker in our African realm. They are
shy creatures and therefore, sometimes
difficult to spot, but if you look closely,
you can see our beautiful Blue Duiker
in the African aviary and in a secluded
enclosure over near the elephant
display. The Blue Duiker is actually the
smallest duiker species. It is listed as
“least concern” by the IUCN, but we
guarantee, once you’ve witnessed these
adorable animals, you will want to
ensure they have a place on this planet
for centuries to come!
> Cheetah Many people are aware that
the cheetah is the fastest land mammal.
That is, they can go from zero to 60 mph
in three seconds flat. But what allows
them to achieve this speed? The answer
is in their anatomy. Cheetahs have
unique adaptations unlike other large
cats. These adaptations include, but are
not limited to, semi-retractable claws, a
very lean body, and a long tail that acts
like a rudder. Our cheetahs can be found
in the African realm overlooking the
large African hoofstock display. The next
time you visit the zoo, we encourage
you to appreciate the distinct physical
features that make a cheetah, a cheetah!
> Pygmy hippo Everyone is familiar
with the big, grey, water-dwelling
hippopotamus, but what about its
smaller relative, the Pygmy Hippo? The
Pygmy Hippo is a lesser-known animal
indigenous only to West Africa. That’s
right- it is ONLY found in a very small
area in West Africa. Due to this species’
small extant range, it is classified as
“endangered” by the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Here at the Montgomery Zoo, we are so
pleased to share the birth of our newest
water-loving creature. Pygmy Hippo
mom “Asali” and baby can be seen on
display in our South American realm.
Don’t be fooled! They are indeed West
African animals, but here, they can enjoy
a grassy yard and big pool!

onthe
calendar
UPCOMING ZOO EVENTS

VETERANS APPRECIATION WEEK.
NOV 10 - 16. Join the Montgomery Zoo in
thanking the proud men and women of the armed
forces. During Veteran’s Appreciation Week, all
veterans, active duty military and their immediate
family members receive a 50% DISCOUNT on
regular daytime admission to the Montgomery Zoo
and Mann Wildlife Learning Museum. Participants
must provide a valid military identification to
receive discount. Thank you for your service and
dedication to this proud nation.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS FESTIVAL.
DECEMBER 5-8 and 12-25. See the

Montgomery Zoo transformed into a Winter
Wonderland sparkling with thousands of lights.
Take a leisurely stroll, a brisk train ride or see
the lights atop the Zoofari Skylift Ride. Visit and
have a picture taken with Santa thru Dec 23 and
enjoy the live, nightly, seasonal entertainment.
And no winter’s night would be complete
without some warming hot chocolate and
holiday treats from the Overlook Cafe. Christmas
Lights Festival is open 5:30pm - 9:30pm nightly
(last admission at 9pm, all guests must exit by
9:30pm), pending weather.

ZOOFARI WINTER CAMP. DEC 26, 27,
30, 31, JAN 2, 3. Zoofari Winter Camp is a

fun-filled, educational winter wildlife experience.
Geared for kids 5-12 years old, boys and girls.
Attend one day, perhaps two, or the entire camp.
Select the dates that best fit your schedule.
Camp activities include scavenger hunts, behind
the scene tours, live animal presentations,
special one-on-one animal experiences,
classroom projects, games, craft time, riding
the train, zookeeper talks and so much more.
Advanced reservations are required. For more
info or to enroll, visit montgomeryzoo.com.

CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

Thanksgiving, Nov 28: Zoo/Museum is closed on
Thursday, Nov 28 for Thanksgiving Day.
Christmas Day, Dec 25: Zoo/Museum is closed
during the DAY, but will open for Christmas Lights
Festival at 5:30pm.
New Year’s Day, Jan 1: Zoo/Museum is closed on
Wednesday, Jan 1 for New Year’s Day.
For more info on these events and others, please visit
montgomeryzoo.com or call (334) 625-4900.
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explore
southwest
the great

MANN MUSEUM THREE DIFFERENT SPECIES, SAME LOCALE

Deborah Stewart
Museum Attendant II

Just to tell you a little bit about Southwest
Animals. Just to name a few, Desert Pig, Pronghorn
and the Coyote. Here is a little information that
maybe will help us out.
Desert pig New world pigs of the southwest called
Javelina or peccaries, they are not known for being
particularly docile. Desert pigs are smaller, native
species that feed mostly on prickly pear cactus.
They stand about 2 feet tall and can weigh between
35-55 pounds. They are 3-4 feet long. Desert pigs
are also known to be very aggressive in nature if
intruding or threatening their territory. They have
mainly short coarse salt and pepper colored hair,
short legs, and a pig-like nose. The hair around the
neck/shoulder area is lighter in color. The desert
pig are thinner than pigs with longer legs, smaller
hooves and are three toed. They mostly ignore
people unless they feel threated. Good advice, don’t
get between the adults and their young.
Pronghorn The pronghorn are the second fastest
mammal, only behind the cheetah. The Pronghorn

Desert pig

Pronghorn

is the only surviving member of the Antilocapridae
family and it has been in North America for over a
million years! The pronghorn has a deer like body. It
weights between 90-120 pounds and stands about
3 ½ feet tall from shoulder to feet. It has a tan to
reddish brown body. The pronghorn is an original
Native American. It has no close relative on the
North American or any other continent.
Coyote The coyote is a smaller relative of the
gray wolf or brush wolf is a canine native to
North America. The coyote pups fight each other
regardless of sex, while among adults, aggression
is typically reserved for members of the same
sex. Coyote tracks tend to be more oval shaped. A
coyote can bring down prey weighing up to 100-200
pounds or more. The coyote has long, slender legs,
a bushy tail with a black tip, and large ears that are
held erect for awesome hearing ability.
Come by the Mann Museum and see how many
Southwest animals that you can find.

Coyote

Though these three species of animals (desert pig, pronghorn, and coyote) are very different, they share a similar
environment, ecosystem, survival instincts, and geographical location within the southwestern portion of North America.

12 JungleDrums // Fall into Winter 2019

Volunteers | Just a couple of hours
Melanie Golson, Volunteer Coordinator

Society as a whole is pulled in a million
different directions. Everyone and
everything needs a minute of your
time. If you ever wondered if the
time you give volunteering with an
organization makes a difference, let me
assure you it does.
Have you ever visited the Zoo and
wondered “how do they keep it so
clean and well kept, I don’t see that
many employees around?” While our
staff of about 53 do a fantastic job on a
daily basis, it takes a lot more than that
to maintain a 42 acre Zoo. So, how do
we do it? With volunteers, thousands
and thousands of volunteers.
So far this year we have been
honored to have over 1,000 volunteers
serve at the Zoo. Our volunteers come
from every walk of life from scouts,
corporate volunteer teams, high school
students, students at Maxwell-Gunter
Air War College and Senior NCO
Academy, and retirees to members
of the community that believe in the
mission of the Zoo and want to see
it continue to succeed and expand.
While most people think volunteering
at the Zoo is interacting with animals
and guests at the Petting Zoo, Parakeet
Cove, Giraffe Encounter or Stingray Bay,
it is so much more. These thousand
people have done tasks that include
raking and bagging leaves (lots and lots
of leaves), major landscaping projects,
helping construct small animal habitats
for our Education Department to
cleaning displays at the Mann Museum.
Not to mention the hundreds of
volunteers it takes to help with events
like ZooBoo and Zoo Weekend.

Most of our volunteers give around
four hours of their time and talent
each time they are here. While our
military volunteers may only be here
for one day before they are off to their
next duty station, we have many more
who have served tirelessly on a daily or
weekly basis for many years.
How much is this all worth to the
Zoo? The answer is not a simple one.
There is no monetary value we could
put on the dedication of the amazing
people who give a little bit of time and
a lot of talent in serving the Zoo. In
practical terms, the Zoo is able to save
approximately $100,000 dollars each
year in labor (contract and staff) costs
alone. This is money that is put directly
back into the Zoo for expanding our
animal collection, habitat maintenance
and Zoo operations.
To learn more about the various
volunteer opportunities at the Zoo
please contact Melanie Golson at
mgolson@montgomeral.gov or (334)
625-4900.

VOL
UNTEERS
NEEDED!
BIG ONES little ones
everyone is needed at the Zoo and Museum

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS VOLUNTEERS!
If you are interested in volunteering at the
Montgomery Zoo for special events or if you
just want to become part of the team, please
contact Melanie Golson at (334) 625-4930,
register online at montgomeryzoo.com,
email mgolson@montgomeryal.gov or just
drop the completed enrollment form below
in the mail. We’d love to have you join us!
Volunteer information
Name
Address
City
ST		

Zip

Phone
Email
Area(s) of interest

Special event
Best time(s) available
Volunteers serve at all heights at the Zoo.
Volunteers aid in trimming trees and bushes,
to raking leaves, to all sorts of activities.
During our SERVE DAYS, volunteers complete
tasks that would take weeks for our staff to
accomplish. THANK YOU! YOU are the BEST!

Thank you for your support!
Please mail to: Melanie Golson, Montgomery Zoo,
2301 Coliseum Parkway, Montgomery, AL 36110,
(334) 625-4930 or mgolson@montgomeryal.gov
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kidzone!
Color Me
Hippo calf

Let’s take a look
at the facts:

- Hippos can graze up for
up to 6 hours at a time.
- Known to be found only
in four countries in West
Africa, pygmy hippos
are now classified as
endangered, with
possibly less than 3,000
individuals remaining in
the wild.
- Hippos fart through
their mouths because
their stomachs are at
the front of their bodies.
It also means that hippo
sounds are actually
farting sounds.H
- Their nostrils close,
and they can hold their
breath for five
minutes or longer when
submerged. Hippos can
even sleep underwater,
using a reflex that
allows them to bob
up, take a breath, and
sink back down without
waking up.
- In captivity, Pygmy
Hippos have been
conceived and born in
all months of the year.
The gestation period
ranges from 190–210
days. Pygmy Hippos
mate and give birth on
both land and water.
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Rhinos in South America

Partner with us | Be a big cat
Melanie Golson, Marketing and Public Relations Manager

Local Businesses Huge Part of Event
Success @ the Montgomery Zoo.
Have you ever wondered how the
Zoo continues to expand its animal
collection, and to stay a major tourism
destination for over 200,000 guests
per year? It’s no easy task to host four
major events per year, as well as all of
the other smaller events held at the
Zoo each year. It takes the dedication
of Zoo staff, the Montgomery Area
Zoological Society (MAZS) and the
community to raise the necessary
funds to build new exhibits, maintain
the Zoo grounds and develop
programming to educate the public
about the importance of zoos and the
conservation of endangered animals
from around the globe.
One way for the community to
help in our endeavors is through our
corporate sponsorship programs.
Corporate sponsors, no matter if its
$500 or $50,000, are crucial for the
Zoo’s continued success. To give
businesses throughout the River Region
an opportunity to participate in our
special events we have developed the
Big Cat Corporate Sponsor Program.
As a “Big Cat” sponsor your business
will receive advertising and marketing
exposure to over 20,000 contacts in

our e-marketing database, mentions
on our social media channels, signage
throughout the Zoo seen by thousands
of visitors, mentions in Jungle Drums,
and much more. We customize the
sponsor benefits to each of our events
to ensure each business receives as
much exposure as we can give them,
before, during and after the event. No
matter what level from our presenting
lion level or our cougar game sponsors
there is a way for your company to be
seen as a good corporate citizen to
thousands throughout the River Region
and Central Alabama.
We are currently looking for Big Cats
who want to be a part of Christmas
Lights Festival and some focal 2020
events, ZooWeekend and ZooBoo.
If your business or organization is
interested in becoming a member of
our pride of lions, coalition of cheetahs,
or prowl of jaguars contact Melanie
Golson, Marketing and Public Relation
Manager at mgolson@montgomeryal.
gov or (334) 625-4930.

bear

Rhino iguanas that is...
Rachel Lamkin, Keeper II, Marine life & Reptiles
The rhinoceros iguana (Cyclura cornuta) is a
large lizard found on the island of Hispaniola.
They vary in size weighing between 10-20
pounds and measuring from 2-4 feet in
length. Skin color ranges in gray, green, and
brown hues. These iguanas get their name
from the three boney growths found on their
snouts. Males have larger more prominent
“horns” than their female counterparts.
Rhinoceros iguanas are listed as
Endangered by IUCN. Their remote island
habitats make them vulnerable and their
biggest threat is deforestation. Average
lifespan is approximately 20 years, but
there have been individuals reaching 60+
years. Males reach sexual maturity at 4-5
years of age with females maturing earlier
at 2-3 years. Mating season lasts about
three weeks and starts during the first
rainy season, May or June. Females can lay
between 2-30 eggs that will hatch after an 85
day incubation period.
This lizard species is herbivorous but also
an opportunistic carnivore. Diet consists of
leaves, flowers, fruit, and occasional small
reptiles and insects. They play a vital role in
the island’s seed distribution.
The Zoo has new outdoor housing for
our rhinoceros iguanas located between the
Andean condor and macaw habitats in our
South American realm. You can find them
basking on rocks or climbing to the tops of
their perches.

with me
sloth
bear

black
bear

Our three largest fundraisers for the year
are ZooWeekend, ZooBoo and Christmas
Lights Festival. Local businesses and
corporate sponsorships aid the Zoo to
grow and expand bringing new exhibits,
attractions, and conservation efforts to our
region and to the world at large.

The rhino iguana is diurnal meaning active in the
daytime, living in rocky outcroppings in scrub
woodland to subtropical forest areas of Haiti and
the Dominican Republic.

JungleDrums // Fall into Winter 2019 15

Thank you to all the Zoobilation sponsors and vendors that made this year’s
event one of the best ever! Thank you, and we hope that with your continued
support we can continue to grow and expand the Montgomery Zoo and Mann
Wildlife Learning Museum for generations to experience and enjoy!

16 JungleDrums // Fall into Winter 2019

Thank you : Zoobilation sponsors and vendors

Hyundai : Pinnacle Zoobilation sponsor
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