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Reptiles ROCK, so do you!
H. Kenneth White, Jr., MAZS President

Cover story. Zoobilation is soon approaching,
so as our friends to the south say, Laissez
les bon temps rouler! Don’t worry if your
Cajun French is rusty: it is pronounced
“Lay-say le bon tom roo-lay” which means
“let the good times roll.” Zoobilation is one
the Zoo’s largest fundraising events, hosting
a thousand guests in a single-night event.
Join us for a night of food, music, drink, fun..
and all going to a very worthwhile cause
- construction of a new Reptile Facility at
the Zoo. This new exhibit will house feature
animals including Indian Gharials, Komodo
Dragon, King Cobra, and Galapagos Tortoise.
Mark your calendar, Sept 12 for Zoobilation
at the Montgomery Zoo.

JungleDrums

The Montgomery Zoo
and Mann Museum
PO Box 3313
Montgomery, AL 36109
(334) 625-4900
montgomeryzoo.com

Membership

Call (334) 625-4900
between the hours of
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Monday through Friday

It seems like it was just yesterday when we were celebrating the opening day of our newest exhibit,
Stingray Bay. Thanks to years of hard work, endless fundraising efforts from our zoo members,
visitors, amazing donors, hardworking Montgomery Zoo staff, and MAZS board members, the
dream of opening Stingray Bay came true. Stingray Bay is an oasis for the senses. The slight taste
of salt in the air, the gurgling of the water in the tanks, the rainbow of colors of the different fish, all
invite you to enter, relax, and enjoy. If you haven’t seen it yet, the entrance to Stingray Bay is adjacent
to the Mann Wildlife Learning Museum. Admission is free with your paid admission, open 10am 4:30pm daily. If you would like to experience the thrill of feeding these gentle creatures as they glide
by in their pool, there is a $3 feeding fee per person. It is definitley worth it!
But there is no time to bask in the light of our glory and success. It is time to move along to our
next project, the design and construction of a new Reptile Facility at the Zoo. The current exhibit
does have a quaint, 3D (dreary, drab, and damp) appeal and quality to it, but it is time to go. The
new reptile facility will house anchor animals; like Indian Gharial, King Cobra, Komodo Dragon, and
Galapagos Tortoise. Inside the exhibit, displays will be divided into biomes; featuring reptiles native
to rainforests, woodlands, deserts and montane.
So let me invite you to join us for Zoobilation: Reptiles Rock on Sept 12 beginning at 6pm.
It will be a night of fun, excitement, and fundraising for the new Reptile Facility! Zoobilation is a
single-night event and the wildest party in town. The night will feature samplings from over 50 of
the region’s finest eateries and beverage vendors; soulful, toe-tapping, live entertainment, a digital
auction, and a few surprises to make the evening grand and festive. Mark your calendar. Reserve the
baby sitter. Save the date, September 12 for Zoobilation, one of the biggest and tastiest fundraisers
in the region, and definitely one you do not want to miss. Quick reminder: this is an adult only (21
years old or older) event from 6 - 10pm. Make plans to join us for the wildest party in town!
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Who’s Who
The Honorable Todd Strange, Mayor of the
City of Montgomery, Alabama.
Montgomery City Council Members
Fred Bell, Richard Bollinger, David Burkette,
William A. Green, Charles Jinright, Tracy
Larkin, Arch Lee, Brantley W. Lyons, and
Glen Pruitt, Jr.
Montgomery Area Zoological Society
Board of Directors: President, H. Kenneth
White, Jr.; 1st Vice President, Cassandra
Crosby; 2nd Vice President, Michael
Gallops; Treasurer, John Mastin; Secretary,
Scarlette Tuley; Immediate Past President,
Janey Sabel; Exec. Board Member
Emeritus, Joyce Hobbs
Members at large: Nan Barganier, Hunter
Bronson, John Cannady, Candy Capel,
Jeanne Charbonneau, Jerry Cronier,
Jennifer Crumpton, Stephen Dees, Royal
Dumas, Ann Fuller, Dottye S. Hannan,
Bill Hardin, Cecilia Harris, Krista Hawkins,
Sommerville Hill, Jamie Hodges, Emily
Jemison, Elliott Lipinsky, Delbert Madison,
Karen McCaa, Marianne McLeod, Rebecca
Mathews, Jenni Payne, Ellis Pilgreen, Robert
Mitchell Pirnie IV, Charles J. Reynolds, Sean
Sabel, Davis Snider, Amanda Spiers, John
Curran Sullivan, III, Helene Sabel Tucker,
Matt Ward, and Lisa Blach Weil
Ex-Officio: Scott Miller, Director of Leisure
Services; Brantley W. Lyons, Council District
2 and Tracy Larkin, Council District 3
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Zoo | Museum Senior Staff
Zoo Director, Marcia Woodard
Deputy Director, Ken Naugher
Program Services Manager, Steven C. Pierce
Animal Care Manager, Jason Bielen
Assist. Animal Care Manager, Shelli Dean
Operations Manager, Flint Riordan
Admissions-Retail Manager, Susan Michener
Rides / Attractions Manager, Nick Castanza
Zoo Vet, Dr. Hal Pate / Dr. Kanyon McLean
Marketing & PR Manager, Melaine Golson
Education Curator, Danielle Crowe
Zoo and Mann Museum Hours
The Montgomery Zoo and Mann Museum
are open from 9am-4pm every day with
the exception of Thanksgiving, Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day. The last
admission ticket is sold at 4pm, animal
exhibits begin closing at 4:30pm, and we
ask everyone to exit the park at 5pm. Last
Mann Museum entrance is at 4:30pm.
Admission Rates, Admission fee includes entry to
both Zoo and Mann Museum
-- Adult (13yrs or older): $17
-- Child (3-12yrs of age): $13
-- Toddler (2yrs or younger): FREE
-- Seniors (65yrs or older): $15
-- AAA & Military Adult: $16
-- AAA & Military Child: $12
New Stroller rates, effective October 1, 2019
Single Stroller: $, Double Stroller: $1, Manual
wheelchair: $10, and Electric Scooter (ECV): $22
All Zoo members must show both adult ID’s to enter
the zoo. Children 16-18 years old on membership
must show ID to enter or bring younger siblings.

Welcoming fall

Director Talk | Year closing fast
Marcia Woodard, Montgomery Zoo Director

Getting ready for the upcoming fall Zoo event schedule at first
can seem a little overwhelming. But if you just take a quick
glance at what we have accomplished over the past few years,
the upcoming months will be like icing to the 2019 cake.
It’s been almost two years since I became the the Montgomery Zoo Director, so I
thought this would be a good time to provide a review of what has been going on
so far in 2019 and a sneak peak of what is in store.
In March 2018, we opened Stingray Bay to the public. Since that opening, we
have provided enjoyment to many zoo visitors allowing them to touch and feed
the stingrays. This exhibit is a great educational tool since it allows the visitors an
up close and personal experience with our stingrays.
In September 2018, we hosted Zoobilation which was the beginning of our
fundraising efforts towards our new Reptile Facility. Funds raised during our Spring
2019 event, Zoo Weekend, which turned into a history-making event, were also
contributed to the new Reptile Facility project. For the first time in the history
of Zoo Weekend, we rescheduled the event from early March to late March due
to storms being predicted. The weekend that we rescheduled Zoo Weekend to
ended up being a beautiful weekend welcoming large crowds.
Just to give you a sneak peak, this new facility will house four anchor animals;
including the Indian Gharial, King Cobra, Komodo Dragon, and Galapagos
Tortoise. Inside the exhibit, displays will be divided into biomes such as Rainforest,
Woodland, Desert, and Montane. This is an exciting undertaking for the Zoo and
our supporters, and we are looking forward to welcoming this new facility along
with the various animals it will house.
In the fall of the year, we host multiple events, but our signature events to
close out the year are Zoobilation, ZooBoo, and Christmas Lights Festival, all being
proven events that the Zoo has hosted for many years. Zoobilation is a single-night
event and fundraiser. Over the course of years, Zoobilation has helped raise funds
for several new exhibits; including African elephants, North American River Otters,
American Alligators, Zoofari Skylift Adventure Ride, and Stingray Bay. For more info
about Zoobilation, please refer to page 4. Continued in sidebar to the right ...

Zoobilation is a single-night event and fundraiser at the Montgomery Zoo being held on
Thursday evening, Sept 12. Dance to the groove, delight in drinks and food samplings from
over 50 of the finest eateries in the River Region, try your luck at the vast collection of
auction items, and rub elbows with the area’s finest animal lovers.

fall

Continued from main story ...
Zoobilation is being held September 12
where funds will go to the construction of
the new Reptile Facility. The development of
architectural drawings and planning has begun
so we can determine costs for this new project.
Also in the fall, ZooBoo and Christmas
Lights Festival are two favorite events that
provide additional revenue to the zoo’s
budget during a lower attended daytime
season. ZooBoo will be held Oct 11-13, 1820, and 25-31. Christmas Lights Festival will
be held Dec 5-8 and 12-25. Both are evening
events, so please make plans to join and
enjoy these events while supporting your
Montgomery Zoo.
I’m looking forward to the cooler fall
temps, and the events the new season brings
to the Zoo. Please continue to visit, attend
Zoo events, and support YOUR Montgomery
Zoo. Donations are always being accepted for
the Reptile Facility! See you at the Zoo!

temps

bring new
zoo

events

ZooBoo and Christmas Lights Festival are both
longstanding and traditional River Region events.
ZooBoo (top) is a halloween-themed event
featuring games, tractor rides (both frightful and
not), concessions, and lots of fun. Christmas
Lights Festival (bottom) displays thousands of
sparkling light displays of the season, train and
skylift rides, seasonal entertainment, and of
course, visits and photo ops with Santa.
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Zoobilation 101: The where, what, when, why and how of Zoobilation.

From what to wear to who can come and what to expect during this
star-studded, evening of fine dining, refreshing drinks, jazzy live
entertainment, action-packed auctions and so much more.

SEPT 12
ALL
YOU
NEED
TO
KNOW
ABOUT
ZOOBILATION

Zoobilation is an annual fundraiser
held at the Montgomery Zoo. It is
a fun-filled evening complete with
entertainment, culinary samplings
from area restaurants plus an
auction. Decorators will magically
transform the Zoo grounds into an
evening of music, food, dancing and
fun! Every year a theme is chosen.
This year’s theme is “Reptiles
Rock.” All proceeds raised during
Zoobilation will be contributed to
the construction of a new reptile
exhibit at the Montgomery Zoo.
Who can come? Everyone 21 years
old and older is invited – both
Montgomery Zoo Friends Members
and non-members – but you will
need to purchase a ticket.
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Does everyone mean adults and children? No, sorry, this is an adult
cocktail party. You must be at least at 21 years old to attend.
How much does it cost? Tickets are available for purchase for $50
each. Discounted group tickets are also available; 10-29 tickets for
$45 each, 30+ tickets for $40 each. Tickets include admission to the
event, entertainment, food and beverages. Sponsorship packages
are available for corporate partners and include extra tickets, name
recognition, and more. Please contact the Zoo office at (334) 625-4900
or visit montgomeryzoo.com for more information on sponsoring or
purchasing tickets for this event.
How do I purchase a ticket? Purchase online at montgomeryzoo.com,
contact the Zoo office at (334) 625-4900 or during your next Zoo visit.

More Zoobilation information...
What is the entertainment like? Jazzy tunes, poppy beats and tapping toes
will fill the air during the event; providing a diverse collection of music to meet
everyone’s musical taste. Dancing is always encouraged!
What do you mean by culinary samplings? Nearly 40 of the River Region’s
finest restaurants and eateries serve menu specialties from booths set up in
the Zoobilation celebration area as you enter the Zoo.
And beverages? Soft drinks, beer, wine, cocktails, mixed drinks, specialty
drinks, and water are available throughout the evening.
How about the auctions? Area merchants and individuals donate valuable
goods and services that are auctioned off through a silent auction using a
mobile app. Offerings include works of art, dining packages and jewelry. To
participate, download the app at BiddingforGood.com. It is easy, safe, and fun!
What do I wear? It’s a safari-casual event, which means you can wear anything
from khaki to animal print clothing or other comfortable attire.
So, how does the Zoo raise money from all this? Funds are raised through
ticket sales, corporate sponsorships and auctioned items. We also receive
strong community support from many companies and individuals contributing
goods, services, supplies, equipment and time. These donations reduce our
expenses and mean a greater percentage of proceeds are spent on capital
improvements for the Zoo.
What sort of things have past Zoobilations help fund? The Gift Shop and
Admissions Complex, the African Elephant Habitat, the North American River
Otter Habitat, Zoofari Skylift project, and the American Alligator habitat, and
the newly completed Stingray Bay exhibit which opened in March of 2018.
How do I keep up with the latest Zoobilation news? Keep up with the latest
lists of sponsors, entertainment, restaurants, specialty bars and up-to-date
news on our web site at montgomeryzoo.com, or follow us on any of our social
network vehicles including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest.
When and where will the party take place? Zoobilation will take place on
Thursday, September 12, 2019 beginning at 6pm. Arrive at the front gate,
grab a drink or two, and start enjoying the music, drinks and food, auctions
and fun, fun, FUN! This year, all the festivities will be taking place at the
front gate and admissions area. Get ready for an action-packed evening
of wildlife fun and adventure.
For you GPS users, our physical address is 2301 Coliseum Parkway,
Montgomery, AL 36110. It will be an evening to remember, so make your
plans to attend. Tickets may be purchased by visiting montgomeryzoo.com,
contact the Zoo office by calling (334) 625-4900 or during your next Zoo visit.

SEPT12
Zoobilation is an adult cocktail party and fundraiser for the Zoo. This year’s event benefits the
construction of a new reptile exhibit. The event includes food and drinks from the finest local
eateries, live entertainment, dancing, live and silent auctions, good fellowship and mingling
opportunities with local dignitaries and politicians, fun times and so much more. Join us!

Zoobilation 101 Cliff notes style

what?

Zoobilation: an annual fundraiser held

at the Montgomery Zoo, complete with live
entertainment, culinary samplings from
regional restaurants, a variety of adult
beverages, and an auction

when?

September 12, 2019: the evening
will begin at 6pm, and continue through the
evening until approximately 10pm

where?

Montgomery Zoo: all festivities will

take place at the Montgomery Zoo front
entrance area. Should weather become
an issue, watch for notifications on
montgomeryzoo.com and our social media

why?

Fundraising event for the Zoo:

this year’s funds will be earmarked for the
development, design, and construction of a
new Reptile Facility that will be located in
the Zoo’s South American realm

how?

Tickets are $50: everyone at least 21

years old is able and encouraged to attend.
Tickets may be purchased at the Zoo or online
at montgomeryzoo.com. For more info,
please contact the Zoo at (334) 625-4900

SEPT 12

Sept 12 the zoo will close at noon to
prepare for Zoobilation to be held that night
JungleDrums | Summer Fall 2019 5

THE NEXT

BIGThing
ZOONEWS FUTURE REPTILE FACILITY

Ken Naugher
Zoo Deputy Director

Reptiles are fascinating creatures. These
animals are among the most interesting,
colorful, intricately patterned and
potentially dangerous of all animals
on earth. Many people unnecessarily
fear reptiles and find them difficult to
appreciate. Many visitors cannot even
bring themselves to enter a reptile exhibit
or look at photographs of reptiles.
It is with this audience in mind that we
announce our next big thing, a new
interactive reptile facility unlike none other
currently in existence. It is our goal to create
an educational environment with this exhibit
that will alleviate many of these fears in our
visitors. Our three flagship animals, located
outside the exhibit, will grab the visitor’s
attention and along with other interactives
to entice visitors into the building. Those
flagship animals will be gharials which are
one of the biggest crocodilians, komodo
dragons, which are the biggest lizard, and
king cobras, the biggest venomous snake.
Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) are fish
eating crocodiles found only on the Chambal
and Ganges river systems in Indian and
Nepal. They are among the largest of all
crocodiles. Females mature at a body length
of around nine feet. Captive females breed
at a body length of about 10 feet. Male
gharials mature at 15-18 years of age, when
they reach a body length of around 14 feet
and develop a bulbous mass on the end
of their snout. Male gharials may reach
22 feet in length and weigh 400 pounds.
Unlike other crocodilians, gharials have
weak legs. When fully grown, they cannot
raise their body above the ground on land
and they have to move about by sliding
on their bellies. However, in the water,
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they are extremely agile. Gharials have
110 sharp, interlocking teeth in their long,
narrow snouts. Young gharials eat small fish,
frogs, tadpoles, and insects. Adults feed
on larger fish and crustaceans. Gharials do
not chew their prey; they swallow it whole.
It is believed gharials sometimes herd fish
against the shore with their bodies, and
then stun the fish by quickly snapping their
jaws together – this is known as “percussive
stunning.” Gharials mate during December
and January, and again in the dry season
(March and April). They dig their nests using
their hind feet, usually in a riverside sandbank. The nests are approximately 20-24
inches deep. The female lays 20-100 eggs,
which are the largest of any crocodilian
species, and take 71-93 days to incubate.
Female gharials dig up the young when
they hear their hatching chirps, and guard
the hatchlings for several days. They do
not carry their young in their mouths like
other crocodilians, presumably because of
the sharpness of their teeth. Studies have
shown that about 94% of gharial hatchlings
do not survive their first year of life.
In captivity gharials will need lots of
natural sunlight and a heated pool with
filtration and ultraviolet sterilization. In
order to breed these animals they will need
a suitable nesting site. We will need to truck
in several tons of beach sand in order to
replicate the raised beaches of the Chambal
and Ganges Rivers. Being exclusively fish
eaters, gharials coexist well with other
species. We plan to include turtles and birds
in their exhibit.
Komodo dragons (Varanus komodensis)
are the world’s largest lizard. They are found
in the Indonesian Continued on page 7...

Indian Gharial

The next big thing

snakes

Continued from page 6...
islands of Komodo, Rinca, Flores, and Gili
Motang. They can grow to a length of 10 feet
and weigh 150 pounds. They are the only
large carnivores on these islands. Komodo
dragons hunt and ambush prey including
invertebrates, birds, and mammals. The diet
of big Komodo dragons mainly consists of
Timor deer, though they also eat considerable
amounts of carrion. Komodo dragons also
occasionally attack humans. It has been
claimed that they have a venomous bite,
this is still debated; however, there are two
glands in the lower jaw shown to secrete
toxic proteins and an anticoagulant. Komodo
dragons’ engage in solitary and group
hunting, biting prey then trailing it until it
dies. Dragons can lay about 20 eggs which are
deposited in abandoned ground bird nests or
in a self-dug hole. Incubation time is seven
to eight months, hatching season occurs in
spring, when insects are most plentiful. Young
Komodo dragons live in trees, where there
is safety from predators and cannibalistic
adults. Maturity may take 8 to 9 years, in the
wild dragons are estimated to live 30 years. In
captivity Komodo dragons have many of the
same needs as gharial. They require lots of
natural sunlight, tropical temperatures and a
place to dig.
Our third ambassador marks the return
of venomous snakes to our collection. I will
cover the management of venomous snakes
in a future Jungle Drums article. The king
cobra is the longest venomous snake in the
world. King cobras (Ophiophagus hannah)
typically reach a length of 10 to 13 feet;
however, animals over 19 feet have been
found. They occur in Southeast Asia and are
threatened by habitat destruction. They have
been listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red
List since 2010. There is little known about
the natural history and migratory patterns
of the king cobra. However, the Madras
Crocodile Bank along with Romulus Whitaker,
a herpetologist in India, have recently began a
king cobra radio telemetry study. Animals are
implanted with an Continued on page 9...

play
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18
Zoocrew
Meet our animal care staff

ANIMAL CARE SWEAT, TEARS, FOR THE LOVE OF IT!

Jason Bielen
Animal Care Manager

Our Animal Care team, of 18 talented individuals, has a large and significant task waiting
ahead of them daily at the Zoo. This crew assembled from around the country, come
together daily as a team to care for, tend to, and love over 500 zoo animal residents. It takes
a lot of hard work, sweat, and heart to be a part of this valued team. We asked each of the
keepers to answer the question, “Why I became a keeper?” Here are their responses. I hope
you enjoy meeting each of them through this article and as you are visiting the Zoo.

AC Management Team

Jason Bielen, Animal Care Manager, and Shelli Dean,
Jason Bielen A1
Shelli Dean A2
Assistant Animal Care Manager, make up our Zoo’s Animal Care
Management Team. Both started their careers at the Zoo, worked as keepers, and promoted through
the ranks to where they are today. Jason states, “I worked with reptiles and amphibians since I was
a child. I got into zoo keeping to try and specialize in reptiles and expanded from there.” Shelli states,
“Working in the Zoo field is challenging but rewarding. I can’t imagine doing anything else.”
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Wayne Brantley

Brooke Morgan

Bekah Hepburn

SWEAT, TEARS, FOR THE LOVE OF IT!

Meet the Montgomery Zoo’s Animal Care Keeper I Team
Wayne Brantley, Keeper I: While obtaining my Masters in Education, I made no secret in class
that my interest was outreach education, and that I hoped to find a position at a zoo, museum
or aquarium. Volunteering and later becoming a zookeeper turned out to the best avenue to
achieve my goal now that the Montgomery Zoo has Stingray Bay.
Andi Clason, Keeper I: Auburn University graduate, Andi became a zookeeper to contribute to
endangered species conservation, particularly hoofstock because they are often overlooked.
Seth Hochberg, Keeper I: Seth became a zookeeper because of a passion for primates, lemurs,
callitrichids, and apes. They are all awesome. As a kid, I attended zoo camp at the Denver Zoo
and the thoughts of becoming a keeper just grew.
Cassy Jackson, Keeper I: I started out as a veterinary technician, and working with an exotic
vet made me realize I wanted to work with exotics full time.
Kaitlyn King, Keeper I: I became a keeper because of weekly trips to my local zoo as a kid. When
I met a gorilla in person for the first time, I knew I needed to protect all endangered species.
Kathryn Leonardi, Keeper I: I became a zookeeper because I felt that animals needed someone
to advocate for them. I wanted to play a role in the care and conservation of wildlife.
Brooke Morgan, Keeper I: Brooke was hired six years ago to work for the Zoo’s Rides and
Maintenance Department. She became a regular petting zoo attendant and fell in love with
the animals and the husbandry involved. This led her to seek a career full time in animal care.
Nikki Phaly, Keeper I: I wanted to be a zookeeper because I love animals. I spent time at the
Alabama Safari Park, a vet office, and now I am so excited to be here!
Collin Poage, Keeper I: I became a zookeeper becuase it has been a lifelong dream of mine to
work with animals in a capacity which could make the world a better place.
Alexis Vroom, Keeper I: Growing up, I travelled to zoos across the country with my parents
and that created my love for animals.
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Keeper II: When I was little I always loved animals. My

ould take me to the Montgomery Zoo as many times as she

old her I was going to be a zookeeper. Many years later while

ed, she told me how proud she was because I was living my

.

eeper II: Loved the zoo as a kid; which made me want to be

h animals and educate the public on wildlife conservation.

n, Keeper II: I always new I wanted to be a voice for animals,

.

n, Keeper II: I became a zookeeper to make a difference, not

mals’ lives but also to educate the public on the importance

animals in them. I love working with all the animals in the zoo

als have always been my favorite species.

Keeper II: I have always been passionate about nature.

ws me to be interactive with animals and hands-on with

tion.

eper II: I wanted to work a the Zoo because it feels like home.
animals all my life.

Continued from page 7...
electronic transmitter and their movements
and life history are tracked. The Zoo has plans
to help with this project in the near future.
King cobras are known to lay 12 to 51 eggs,
king cobra are unusual among snakes in that
the female is a very dedicated parent. For the
nest, the female scrapes up leaves and other
debris into a mound, and stays in the nest 51
to 79 days until the young hatch. She guards
the mound intensely, rearing up into a threat
display if any large animal gets too close.
Inside the mound, the eggs are incubated at a
steady (82 °F). When the eggs start to hatch,
the female leaves the nest and the babies are
on their own. The baby king cobra’s venom is
as potent as that of the adults. Their venom
consists primarily of neurotoxins. King cobra
are capable of delivering a fatal bite and the
victim may receive a large quantity of venom.
Their venom affects the central nervous
system resulting in severe pain, blurred vision,
vertigo, drowsiness, and eventually paralysis.
If the envenomation is serious, it progresses to
heart failure, and the victim falls into a coma.
Death soon follows due to respiratory failure.
King cobra bites may result in a rapid fatality
which can be as early as 30 minutes after
the envenomation. The king cobra’s venom
has been recorded to be capable of killing
elephants within hours. Despite being very
dangerous, king cobras are not aggressive
and try to avoid people. Bites are usually
only in self-defense, often when the snake is
cornered or guarding nests. King cobras are
known to eat other venomous snakes helping
to keep populations in check.

Some keepers spend
most of their time behind
the scenes, so they are rarely
spotted by the public. During
tours, keeper talks, and training
sessions, the opportunity
presents itself for the keepers to
be seen, heard, and recognized
by our guests. Some love it,
some not so much. If you
do experience a rare keeper
sighting, please let them know
how you appreciate what they
do and their contributions.

gharial

komodo
dragon
king

MEMBERSHIP POLICY UPDATE

During night special events like ZooBoo and
Christmas Lights Festival, no GUEST PASSES
are allowed for entry. Only the people listed
on the membership will be allowed entry.
During ZooBoo, members receive a 50%
discount on admission. During Christmas
Lights Festival, members receive FREE
admission; however, if their membership
does not include the annual train ride pass,
train rides will be an additional fee.

cobra
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Fleas&Heat
Cool temps don’t fool me

ZOOMED A LITTLE PREVENTION CAN SAVE YOUR PET

Summer and early Fall can be a concerning for our pets as well as our Zoo
friends. The two main problems in the South that can cause health-related
illnesses or injuries are the heat and parasites.
Dr. Hal Pate
Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine

The first one we will talk about is temperature related illness. An example of this is leaving your animal
unattended in a vehicle with the windows up or even slightly cracked. Even mild days in the 60’s and 70’s
can put your pet at risk of high heat exposure. When the outside temperature is just 70 degrees the inside
of a vehicle can heat up to 89 degrees in 10 minutes or to 104 degrees in 30 minutes. Recently a pet owner
was visiting the Montgomery Zoo and left their pets in their van in our parking lot with the windows rolled
up. The van did have a vent at the top and the owners had parked in the shade. Another visitor reported the
van to the police and the humane shelter was called. When they both arrived a laser thermometer was used
to register the inside of the van. Decisions were made to break the window out but luckily the owner of the
pets showed up just in time and the window did not have to be broken out. Another example of heat illness
I have seen is when animals do not have adequate access to water. This can be due to owners forgetting to
refill water bowls or the animals accidentally knocking them over after they are filled. A few more examples
are pets being restricted from shade, burned pads from walking on hot concrete or asphalt or heat exhaustion
from going on long walks/hikes or being taken outside to festivals/concerts when the pets are not use to the
heat. All of these examples can lead to heatstroke which is extremely fatal.
If your pets does show signs of heatstroke which can include: skin that is hot to the touch, vomiting,
drooling, rapid panting, distress, loss of coordination, collapse or unconsciousness, then use cool water, ice
packs or wet towels to cool them. Place these on the head, belly, and where the front and rear legs meet the
body (the under arm area). The body will be very hot and you will need to change these out pretty often to
keep them cool. The best thing to do though is if your animal is in any type of distress is get to a veterinarian
office immediately.
The second illness is parasite related illness. Parasites are divided into two categories. The first category
includes both intestinal and blood parasites. The intestinal parasites are predominately acquired from ground
contamination whereas blood parasites are typically acquired from mosquitoes. Both can be prevented by
treating with proper anthelmintics. The second category are external parasites. This includes fleas and ticks.
Here in the South our weather is conducive to the hatching of fleas and ticks year round but it is especially
prevalent in the summer months. These can be treated by oral or topical insecticides.
Common sense and proper medications can go a long way toward assuring a healthy enjoyable summer
with your pet. When in doubt, for the safety and health of your pet and family, please contact your local or
family veterinarian.

New Zoo mobile app
On August 15, the Montgomery Zoo launched a new mobile app
featuring 10 animal exhibits at the Zoo. While visiting the Zoo,
guests use the app to scan select animal information signs and the
display will come to life with an informative cartoon animal video
presentation. It is a fun and educational way to see the Montgomery
Zoo in a different way. You can download the app at the Apple Store
and Google Play. Look for Montgomery ZooView and enjoy.
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Events at the zoo

Deputy Speak | Gharial campaign
Ken Naugher, Zoo Deputy Director

In case you haven’t noticed the
Montgomery Zoo has declared 2019 as
the “Year of the Gharial”. The purpose
of this campaign is threefold: create
public awareness and education for
Gavialis gangeticus, or the gharial, raise
funds for the Gharial Ecology Project
in India, and bring ten gharial to the
Montgomery Zoo for education and
potential captive breeding projects.
Gharial are fish eating crocodiles found
only on the Chambal and Ganges river
systems in Indian and Nepal. They are
among the largest of all crocodiles.
Females mature at a body length of
around nine feet. Male gharials are
mature when they reach a body length
of around 14 feet and develop a bulbous
mass on the end of their snout. This
mass is called a “ghara” which means
clay pot in hindi. It functions during
courtship as a visual stimulus for females
and it helps to produce bubbles during
mating. It also allows gharials to produce
a loud buzzing sound. Despite captive
breeding release projects in India and
Nepal, the gharial population continues
to drastically decline. Gharial are
critically endangered with only 650-700
mature animals known to exist. Over
500 of these animals are found in the
National Chambal Sanctuary in Northern
India, this location contains the only
viable self- sustaining population
known to exist. In the winter of 2007
a mysterious mass die off of over 110
animals occurred among animals in the

6 to 12 foot age class at the National
Chambal Sanctuary. In 2008 the Gharial
Ecology Project (GEP) was designed
to investigate the mass die off. Project
activities are conducted by a small
core staff of Indian biologists under
the direction of the Madras Crocodile
Bank Trust, a zoo located in South India,
near Chennai. Professor Jeff Lang of
the University of Minnesota, serves as
the Senior Scientific Advisor. The GEP
has the following ultimate goals 1) to
develop a comprehensive assessment
of gharials in the National Chambal
Sanctuary, 2) to identify and protect the
species’ critical riverine habitats and
3) to reduce threats and challenges to
the species’ continued survival. Over
the last decade the GEP has produced a
detailed description of gharial behavioral
ecology in the NCS. The GEP researchers
have documented that adult gharials
make seasonal migratory movements
of more than 125 miles and exhibit
complex social interactions, forming
large nurseries of hatchlings, with
males exhibiting protective behavior
over hatchlings. The Montgomery Zoo
is working to help fund the GEP as well
as working with the Madras Crocodile
Bank and the Government of Indian
to potentially import ten captive born
animals for education at the zoo. Please
consider helping us with your monetary
donations for this important project.
Even small contributions will make an
impact.

onthe
calendar
UPCOMING ZOO EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE FOR ZOOBILATION: Reptiles
Rock! SEPT 12, 6 - 10pm. Dance to a funky beat,
enjoy refreshing libations, delight in unlimited
samplings from the River Region’s finest eateries,
and try your luck the auction. Zoobilation is
a fundraiser geared for adults only. Tickets
required, all guests must be 21 years of age or older
to attend. Proceeds benefiting new Reptile House.
#thewildestpartyintown #reptilesrock
DINO DIG EDUCATION PROGRAM. SEPT 14, 10am
- 12pm (noon). Get a little dirty on the dig site,
make some new friends, and discover bones of
the ancient past. Geared for boys nd girls ages
4-10 years old. Great fun, and you might just
learn some dino facts along the way. Advanced
reservations are required.
BALLET and THE BEASTS. SEPT 20, 6 - 10pm.
Enjoy the Montgomery Ballet in a FREE
performance under stars at the Montgomery
Zoo. Admission is FREE, picnic blankets and
chairs are welcome. Gates open at 6pm,
performance will begin at dusk.
ZOOBOO. OCT 11-13, 18-20 and 25-31, 6 - 9pm
nightly. Join us for 13 nights of horror and fun
at ZooBoo. Climb aboard the thrill ride of a life
time on the Haunted Hay ride (scary) or mosey
on over to the Pumpkin Pull for a non-scary
good, ole-fashioned, traditional hay ride. Enjoy
Halloween-themed games, bouncy castles,
concessions and much more at ZooBoo. Gates
open at 6pm, first Haunted Hay ride heads out at
dusk. Montgomery Zoo members receive a 50%
discount on ZooBoo admission. Last admission to
ZooBoo is at 8:30pm.
VETERANS APPRECIATION WEEK, NOV 10-16.
All veterans, active duty military personnel, and
their dependent family members receive a 50%
DISCOUNT on REGULAR DAYTIME admission
to the Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wildlife
Learning Museum. Participants must provide a
valid military identification to receive discount.
--------------------NEED MORE INFORMATION?

For more info on these events and others, please visit
montgomeryzoo.com or call (334) 625-4900.
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Insidecool
@ the Mann Museum

MANN MUSEUM 70 DEGREES AND CLEAR DAILY

Susan Karr
Museum Attendant I

The Mann Museum is included with all zoo
memberships and general admission. While you’re
here you might want to treat yourself to a frozen
yogurt. The Mann Museum has one of the three
Reis & Irvy’s frozen yogurt machines in our area.
Let a robot prepare your frozen yogurt for you.
Not only is it delicious, but you’ll get to watch the
robot in action. After you finish your yogurt, you’ll
want to visit the Museum to see one of the finest
collections of mounted North American animals.
When you first walk into the Mann Museum
you’ll see portraits and the furs of the deer family.
The American elk (Cervus canadensis) is one of
the deer on exhibit. The elk or wapiti (a Native
American word meaning “white rump,” referring to
the distinct colour of the elk’s hind end.) is one of
the largest species within the deer family.
In North America there are five species of
cervidae (mammals with hooves): elk, moose,
caribou, white-tailed deer, and mule deer. You can
see all five of these animal species on exhibit at the
Mann Museum.
The antlers of the elk are the fastest growing
bone of any mammal, growing as much as 1 inch
per day during the summer. All deer species have
antlers, except for the Chinese water deer. Only
males have antlers, except for caribou (reindeer).
Both male and female caribou have antlers. Antlers
grow from boney supporting structures called
pedicels. They are covered in “velvet,” which is rich
in nerves and blood vessels. When the antlers are
fully grown, the velvet dies and the deer will rub it
off against a tree or other vegetation. Elk range in
color from dark brown in winter to tan in summer.
They have a characteristic buff colored rump and
long thin legs. The head, neck, belly, and legs are
darker than the back and sides. Elk generally have
a long head with large ears.Twice a year, elk shed
every hair on their body. Their spring shedding is
noticeable because old winter hair dangles like
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long shaggy beards from their necks and sides. By
July their winter coat is completely replaced by
their summer coat. This coat has just one layer of
hair. Longer, darker hair begins appearing on their
heads and necks sometime in early September.
An elk’s winter coat is five times warmer than its
summer coat. It consists of two layers — thick,
long guard hairs and a dense woolly undercoat. An
elk’s ability to grow the coat it needs is a type of
adaptation for survival.
An elk’s top two canine teeth are known as
ivories. It is believed that ivories are the remnants of
tusks that the ancestors of the elk used in combat.
Elk tend to be broader than deer, but not as
massive as moose. They are found all over the
world and they are very social animals living in
groups called herds.
Elk are herbivores, which means they only eat
vegetation. Elk are primarily crepuscular, browsing
mainly at dawn and dusk.
A young deer is called a fawn. An adult male deer
is called a buck. The female is called a doe.
Elk are among the noisiest ungulates,
communicating danger Continued on page 15 ...

Elk antlers are the fastest growing bone of any mammal,
growing as much as 1 inch per day during the summer.

Volunteers | Our very best friends
Melanie Golson, Volunteer Coordinator

While I like to spotlight special
individual volunteers in Jungle Drums
from time to time, this past spring
and summer there have been so many
volunteers give their time and talents
to the Zoo, I could not pick just one.
From school groups, military
squadrons, retirees, individual students
and people who just love the Zoo,
we could not continue to have major
events like Zoo Weekend, host corporate
outings like HMMA Kids and Family Day,
Military Appreciation Day, or continue
to have interactive attractions like the
Giraffe Encounter, Petting Zoo, Parakeet
Cove, and Stingray Bay.
Most people don’t know that it takes
over 100 volunteers per day to host Zoo
Weekend. Without the support of the
community the Zoo would not be able to
continue the 43 year old tradition.
We have already hosted four Serve
Days this year and will host a fifth on
Sept 7. This is a single-day event held
every couple of months to gather as
many volunteers as possible to help with

some of the major landscaping, painting,
and construction projects throughout
the Zoo. These are projects that work
best for teams of people to cover a lot of
ground in just a few hours.
So far this year we have had multiple
groups from Continued on page 15 ...

NEEDED!
BIG ONES little ones
everyone is needed at the Zoo and Museum

ZOOBO O VOLUN TEERS!

We love our volunteers! From individuals
to families, and military groups, the Zoo is
so much better due to our volunteers’ time,
talents, and efforts. YOU are the BEST!

ZooBooVolunteers | We need you!
ZooBoo is just around the corner and
we’re calling all friendly ghosts and
frightening ghouls willing to give their
time to support this fun Halloween
event. Over 150 volunteers are needed
each night to make ZooBoo a success.
From working the games, selling tickets,
helping with rides, and most importantly
dress in costume to scare guests (see pic
to the right and below) we need YOU.
ZooBoo features Halloween festivities
for the entire family. Kids can have a
fun and light-hearted experience at the
Pumpkin Pull while those who prefer
a good scare can take a ride on the
haunted side of the zoo. We rely on
dedicated volunteers to serve in both
areas so no matter your preference, we
have a spot open for you.

VOL
UNTEERS

ZooBoo is a fun and entertaining
opportunity for student, civic, or
company groups looking to volunteer
together. It is a great opportunity
to earn service hours and support
the community while having fun
and building relationships as a team.
Opportunities are available to volunteer
for one or multiple nights.
Those interested in volunteering
are encouraged to contact Melanie
Golson at (334) 625-4930 or mgolson@
montgomeryal.gov.

If you are interested in volunteering at the
Montgomery Zoo for special events or if you
just want to become part of the team, please
contact Melanie Golson at (334) 625-4930,
register online at montgomeryzoo.com,
email mgolson@montgomeryal.gov or just
drop the completed enrollment form below
in the mail. We’d love to have you join us!
Volunteer information
Name
Address
City
ST		

Zip

Phone
Email
Area(s) of interest

Special event
Best time(s) available

Thank you for your support!
Please mail to: Melanie Golson, Montgomery Zoo,
2301 Coliseum Parkway, Montgomery, AL 36110,
(334) 625-4930 or mgolson@montgomeryal.gov
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kidzone!
Color Me
Reptiles

Let’s take a look
at the facts:

- Nearly all reptiles lay
shelled eggs.
- Reptiles breathe air.
- Reptiles are covered
in scales or have a bony
external plate such as
a shell.
- Nearly all reptiles are
cold blooded.
- The first reptiles are
believed to have
evolved around 320
million years ago.
- The size of reptile’s
brains relative to their
body is much smaller
than that of mammals.
- Reptiles use a variety
of methods to defend
themselves from
dangerous situations,
such as avoidance,
camouflage, hissing and
biting.
- Crocodiles and alligators
are reptiles.
- Turtles and tortoises are
reptiles.
- Lizards and snakes are
reptiles.
- Lizard and snake species
make up the largest
number of different
reptiles.
#HERPLIFE
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Continued from page 13 ...
Maxwell Air Force Base Officer Training
School, Alabama Christian Academy,
Macon-East Montgomery Academy,
Catholic High School, and Prattville
Christian Academy.
While this is meant to be a public
“thank you” letter to all our volunteers
there is one group that want to
acknowledge specifically. Flight 19-05
from Maxwell Air Force Base choose
the Zoo for their community project.
While many flights break into groups
across the River Region this group of
dedicated military personnel wanted
to do something BIG as a team. I
coordinated with them over a couple of
weeks to make sure we accommodated
all 200 of them. Over two Saturdays,
these men and women worked to
complete major projects in North
America, South America, Animal Care,
the Mann Museum and Services. These
people who dedicated themselves to
our country gave just as much attention
to their work at the Zoo as they do their
daily jobs in the military. While some of
the work is “behind the scenes” and may
not be seen by the general public the
results of their work is overwhelming.

As I watched our staff and Education
Docents work alongside them I realized
that it provides our staff a boost in
morale and pride for our Zoo as well.
Talking with them afterwards the
excitement of what was accomplished
was overwhelming.
If you are visiting the zoo and see
a team of people trimming hedges,
painting, picking up trash, raking leaves
and maybe even building an exhibit,
please stop and thank them. Their
dedication and hard work helps us to
continue to grow, expand and have the
best Zoo around.
If you are interested in volunteering
with us please visit our website
at montgomeryzoo.com or email
mgolson@montgomeryal.gov.

Volunteers serve Zoo guests at mulitiple
special events; like Zoo Weekend, Zoo Boo, and
Christmas Lights Festival.

Zoo web site | New montgomeryzoo.com

Cool places, cool exhibits

inside

Continued from page 12 ...
quickly and identifying each other by sound.
Newborns (fawn) have a high pitch squeal. Its
mother, can recognizes her calf by its voice.
Female Elk will bark to warn the herd of
danger. General conversation among the herd
is chirps, mews and miscellaneous squeals.
A bull Elk makes Bugling (bellow escalating
to squealing whistle ending with grunt)
to advertise his fitness to cows, warning
other bulls to stay away, or announcing his
readiness to fight.
So remember to visit the Mann Wildlife
Learning Museum on your next visit to the
zoo. The Museum is a great way to spend a
rainy afternoon, step in to cool off on a hot
day, and place to warm up on a cold day.
Check out our gift shop while you’re here.

cool

at the

Mann

Museum
Frozen
Yogurt

New Zoo web site launch. On July 25, the Montgomery Zoo
launched a new web site (above) produced by Vision/Granicus in conjunction with the
launching two other new web sites for the City of Montgomery (montgomeryal.gov) and the
City’s Parks and Recreation Department (funinmontgomery.com). This new web site is more
user-friendly, graphic and image pleasing, easier to navigate, topic-driven drop down menus,
interactive, and smartphone and tablet compatible. Check it out!

Elk and frozen yogurt: Found at the Mann Museum.
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